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tat. the criminal. matters referred to tnited States attorneys tt ,
the FS

	

re too often relegated to the bottom of tho barel, - hy
is th.t government wasting so much of its time on matters that afe
rc : accepted? Shodld the IRS be 'Tots selective? Should the tat
agencies bectet coordinate their resources? Are there, as S.
Richardsc)n stggestt, J .S.

	

Tattorneys who choose to ignore ta,x t >e

	

atse they

	

— sex appeal?

Point Two . You say that . meeting beween. knowlcdgeab
ne)artent. officials and 'RAC ''raght have been beneficial' b fora
tha telease of the ihLormatioh about the handling of IRE =it nt
ttferrals but would have little value now . We note that in
odhv :,.trsatioh with. the of yout staff members, Auburn ainey
Bttnham specifically requested such a meeting two weeks baore the
lata became public, and that he justice 03partment chose not n
respond . We also note that we in fact did have a peliminA ;ty
fieeting with two IRE officials . showed their. the. data site, and
requetd. thee; insights as co why there were variations bot,l

tia :RS and Just ic data . The IRS also chcse not to respond in
tttbstantive

	

We finally note that the

	

Depiartatt is
the central controlling point of a wide range of vita7 fedsral
enfc.rtement programs and that you should fully expect than

tontinue to eytplore theft

Point. Three . You seelm to assert that we agree with the
tiresome statement ragarding 'lies . damn lies and statistics- amf
add, the comment that t .he statistical approach inevitably leads tt

	stomtions . This cynical remark makes. tust s much sense as

	

, -a
were to say that the ptblic ahould Ca:S.7nn any E 'Latetlent
fh Engtish because there have indeed been cccasions when the
langaage

	

been harnassed by those who deliberately sought
mislead the puhl .ic . All assortions, whether wti .ten or

. t,at.f.Ftcal, must bc examined on their

	

me its.„va . dual

Coint Four . You dismiss the notion that the numbers geneta e d
Cy "tte prosecutoria :: art" ever can be anaiyced in a way that.
energe pdblio understandin There was a time, we suppose, whot
gq:ysitians riade the same i .td of assertio

	

But moder
epideiolog-y and other kinds of medic .research have shown tht

tel power of statistical analysis to dscover previously

	

tr .ths

	

the good of all the world . No agency enoys
'navin .t someone icbk over its shouldet . And. beause. of the Intoe

	

ntm.otr of _. .n

	

and the wide range of law . prosecutors at the.

. ..e.dertJ . state and local level have long enjoyed imnuntty frcm
ftth an exarnation Bctause of the Freedom of Information Att . tn

te ahal , tical ability of modern comcuting, however, this
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